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matter at issue, will review the rec-
ommended decision of the administra-
tive law judge. The Associate Adminis-
trator will make such final decision 
within 30 days of issuance of the rec-
ommended decision. 

(b) The authority and responsibility 
to review and decide rests solely with 
the Associate Administrator and may 
not be delegated. 
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Subpart A—General 
§ 415.1 Scope. 

This part prescribes requirements for 
obtaining a license to launch a launch 
vehicle, other than a reusable launch 
vehicle (RLV), and post-licensing re-
quirements with which a licensee must 
comply to remain licensed. Require-
ments for preparing a license applica-
tion are in part 413 of this subchapter. 

[Doc. No. FAA–2006–24197, 72 FR 17019, Apr. 6, 
2007] 

§ 415.3 Types of launch licenses. 
(a) Launch-specific license. A launch- 

specific license authorizes a licensee to 
conduct one or more launches, having 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 13:48 Mar 17, 2016 Jkt 238049 PO 00000 Frm 00556 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Y:\SGML\238049.XXX 238049Lh
or

ne
 o

n 
D

S
K

5T
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 C

F
R



547 

Commercial Space Transportation, FAA, DOT § 415.15 

the same launch parameters, of one 
type of launch vehicle from one launch 
site. The license identifies, by name or 
mission, each launch authorized under 
the license. A licensee’s authorization 
to launch terminates upon completion 
of all launches authorized by the li-
cense or the expiration date stated in 
the license, whichever occurs first. 

(b) Launch operator license. A launch 
operator license authorizes a licensee 
to conduct launches from one launch 
site, within a range of launch param-
eters, of launch vehicles from the same 
family of vehicles transporting speci-
fied classes of payloads. A launch oper-
ator license remains in effect for five 
years from the date of issuance. 

§ 415.5 Policy and safety approvals. 

To obtain a launch license, an appli-
cant must obtain policy and safety ap-
provals from the FAA. Requirements 
for obtaining these approvals are con-
tained in subparts B, C and F of this 
part. Only a launch license applicant 
may apply for the approvals, and may 
apply for either approval separately 
and in advance of submitting a com-
plete license application, using the ap-
plication procedures contained in part 
413 of this subchapter. 

§ 415.7 Payload determination. 

A payload determination is required 
for a launch license unless the proposed 
payload is exempt from payload review 
under § 415.53 of this part. The FAA 
conducts a payload review, as described 
in subpart D of this part, to make the 
determination. Either a launch license 
applicant or a payload owner or oper-
ator may request a review of its pro-
posed payload using the application 
procedures contained in part 413 of this 
subchapter. Upon receipt of an applica-
tion, the FAA may conduct a payload 
review independently of a launch li-
cense application. 

§ 415.8 Human space flight. 

To obtain a launch license, an appli-
cant proposing to conduct a launch 
with flight crew or a space flight par-
ticipant on board must demonstrate 
compliance with §§ 460.5, 460.7, 460.11, 

460.13, 460.15, 460.17, 460.51 and 460.53 of 
this subchapter. 

[Doc. No. FAA–2005–23449, 71 FR 75632, Dec. 
15, 2006] 

§ 415.9 Issuance of a launch license. 

(a) The FAA issues a launch license 
to an applicant who has obtained all 
approvals and determinations required 
under this chapter for a license. 

(b) A launch license authorizes a li-
censee to conduct a launch or launches 
in accordance with the representations 
contained in the licensee’s application, 
subject to the licensee’s compliance 
with terms and conditions contained in 
license orders accompanying the li-
cense, including financial responsi-
bility requirements, and part 417 of 
this chapter. 

[Amdt. 415–03, 64 FR 19616, Apr. 21, 1999, as 
amended by Amdt. 415–4, 71 FR 50531, Aug. 25, 
2006] 

§ 415.11 Additional license terms and 
conditions. 

The FAA may modify a launch li-
cense at any time by modifying or add-
ing license terms and conditions to en-
sure compliance with the Act and regu-
lations. 

§ 415.13 Transfer of a launch license. 

(a) Only the FAA may transfer a 
launch license. 

(b) An applicant for transfer of a 
launch license shall submit a license 
application in accordance with part 413 
of this subchapter and shall meet the 
requirements of part 415 of this sub-
chapter. The FAA will transfer a li-
cense to an applicant who has obtained 
all of the approvals and determinations 
required under this chapter for a li-
cense. In conducting its reviews and 
issuing approvals and determinations, 
the FAA may incorporate by reference 
any findings made part of the record to 
support the initial licensing deter-
mination. The FAA may modify a li-
cense to reflect any changes necessary 
as a result of a license transfer. 

§ 415.15 Rights not conferred by 
launch license. 

Issuance of a launch license does not 
relieve a licensee of its obligation to 
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